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INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO SS-15 INR-10 L-03 MCE-00 
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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 2269 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, EC 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON AVAILABILITY OF AIM-9 

1 . ECUADOREAN AIR FORCE (FAE) HAS INFORMALLY REQUESTED 
ADVICE AS TO WHETHER THE AIM-9 "SIDEWINDER" AIR-TO-AIR MISSILE 
WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ECUADOR. REQUEST IS FROM IG OF 

THE FAE, BG JORGE PENA, BUT HAS ALSO BEEN MADE BY SEVERAL LOWER 
LEVEL OPERATIONAL OFFICERS. PENA MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE WAS 
SEEKING AN INFORMAL RESPONSE IN ORDER TO AVOID POSSIBILITY 
THAT US WOULD HAVE TO RESPOND FORMALLY IN THE NEGATIVE 
SHOULD OUR POLICY PROHIBIT SUCH A SALE. 

2. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT THE FAE BOUGHT THE F-l MIRAGE 
WITHOUT AN AIR-TO-AIR MISSILE PACKAGE AND THAT PENA HEADS 

A COMMISSION WHICH HAS RECENTLY BEEN ESTABLISHED TO IDENTIFY 
AND RECOMMEND TO THE FAE COMMAND THE BEST MISSILE COMPATIBLE 
WITH THE F-1. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE COMMISSION IS ALSO 
CONSIDERING THE FRENCH MAGIC AND MATRE MISSILES, AND PRESUME 
THEY WILL ALSO LOOK AT THE ISRAELISHAFRIR, AND 
PERHAPS OTHER MISSILES AS WELL. FAE OFFICIALS 
HAVE NOTED THAT THEY PARTICULARLY WANT THE AIM-9 IN THE 
COMPETITION BECAUSE OF ITS CLOSE RELATIONSHIP TO THE 
CHAPARRAL SAM MISSILE. THE GOE HAS A LETTER OF OFFER 
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FOR THE CHAPPARAL AND COMBINING THE AIM-9 WITH IT WOULD 
BE AN INTELLIGENT MOVE FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF MAINTENANCE 
AND LOGISTICS. PENA INDICATED THE FAE WOULD BE INTERESTED 
IN EVENTUALLY PURCHASING A MINIMUM OF 50 MISSILES, AND 
WE BELIEVE THE FINAL NUMBER COULD RUN AS HIGH AS 100. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: ALTHOUGH WE REALIZE THE DIFFICULTY 
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OF DETERMINING AVAILABILITY IN ABSENCE OF FORMAL REQUEST 
FOR A LETTER OF OFFER, THE EMBASSY SHARES THE FAE 
CONCERN OVER POSSIBILITY WE MIGHT NEEDLESSLY INJURE OUR 
BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP BY HAVING TO DENY THE SALE FORMALLY 
AT SOME LATER DATE. THUS. WE WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE A 
GENERAL POLICY CONFIRMATION OF WHETHER THE USG WOULD 
SELL THE AIR-9 TO ECUADOR. IF ANSWER IS POSITIVE, MLO 
WOULD ADVISE PENA TO REQUEST A LETTER OF OFFER. WE WOULD 
ALSO APPRECIATE INDICATION OF WHICH VERSION OF AIR 9 
MIGHT BE MADE AVAILABLE. FAE IS AWARE THAT THE "J" IS THE 
OPERATIONAL USAF VERSION. 
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